
Kim, Sang-Cheol(ksc37001@hotmail.com) 

Institute of Central Asian Studies, 

Hankuk Univ. of Foreign Studies / Rep. of Korea



The Research on the Changes and Evolution of New Great Games in the 21st 

Central Asia: Focused on the Competitions among Global Major Soft Powers and its 

Central Asian Reactions

Исследование изменений и эволюции новых «Great Games» 

в Центральной Азии XXI века: с акцентом на конкуренцию 

между ведущими мировыми «мягкими державами» 

и их реакцию в Центральной Азии.

September 1st. 2025 – August 31st. 2028

September 1st. 2028 – August 31st.2031

Institute of Central Asian Studies, 

Hankuk Univ. of Foreign Studies / Rep. of Korea











Sung Deuk Hahm & et.al, “Comparative Analysis of Soft Power Between South Korea and the United States: A Theoretical 

Mechanism” Approach, Journal of Asian and African Studies, Volume 60 Issue 1, February 2025



Sung Deuk Hahm & et.al, “Comparative Analysis of Soft Power Between South Korea and 
the United States: A Theoretical  Mechanism” Approach, Journal of Asian and African 
Studies, Volume 60 Issue 1, February 2025





Centripetal

центростремительный
러시
아

이
란

중
국

한
국

일
본

인
도

튀르키
예

아
랍

미
국

E

U

아프가니
스

튀르키예

아
제 아

랍

중
국

탄

역내

이
란

르바이잔

인
도

Centrifugal центробежный

한국
러시아



The Fourth Great Game

•Main three players: US, Russia, China

•Plus additional players: EU, South Korea, Japan, India, Turkey, Iran

Military and energy security 

→ expanding into the realm of soft power

Analysis of response strategies of five Central Asian countries

- Responding, accepting, and actively utilizing soft power in 

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan

Analysis on Strategies and Competitions of Global 

Major Soft-powers on Central Asian Countries

-US, Russia,  China, Europe, Turkiye and others

Research on Soft Power Strategy, Competition, and 

Response through Multifaceted Analysis

-Multifaceted analysis using surveys, interviews, AI, etc.

Establishment of Korea's Sustainable Greater Central 

Asia Strategy

-Realistic and sustainable strategy for Central Asia

1st giant game

2nd giant 

game

3rd giant 

game

4th giant 

game

19th Century   

United Kingdom vs Russian Empire

Central Asia + Afghanistan

· Until World War II

Hitler versus Stalin

Caspian Sea and Seaside Petroleum

· Dissolution of the Soviet Union 1991
US, Russia, China, EU, Japan, 
South Korea, Turkey, and others.

· Central Asia

· Conflicts between Russia and Ukraine
· US, Russia, China, EU, Japan, South 
Korea, Turkey, Iran, India,
Central Asia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, 

Georgia,  Afghanistan



AI + Mega date Based Qualitative Analysis Tool : NVivo 



•A region marked by intense competition among  global major powers' hard & soft power

•A historic and geographic area characterized by Multi-religious and inter-confessional    

coexistence

•Social and community complex, multi-layered  environment of coexistence

Distinctive

Characteristics of 

Central Asia

Soft power 

rivalries in 

modern & future

Central Asia

•Locations hosting competitions among the world's leading soft powers

•Concurrently occurring competitions involving major global soft powers

•Zones of Civilizational contacts, exchanges, convergence, integration and coexistences



Previous Researches 

-Researches on Soft-power as 

Competition and Diplomacy among 

Hegemonic Major Countries

-Researches for Understanding 

Political and Economic Relations

-Focusing on Education & Language

-Researches on Centripetal Soft-power  

Trends as subcategories of   

Diplomacy and Cooperation Policies

Current & Future Research Directions

Reciprocal Soft-power Researches with Centripetal &   

Centrifugal Directions 

Acceptance and Response on Centripetal Soft-powers from  

Players of Outside of Central Asia 

Positioning of Central Asian Countries as key payers of CA 

Centrifugal Soft-power Programs and Policies 

Complexed Central Asian Centrifugal Soft-power process to

the Neighbor Countries & tightly Related Countries   

Focusing on concrete action plans and contents, based on 

mechanism of systematic structures and its correlations

Focusing on Recipients side against Soft-power programs  



Getting the core in the Future Orientation of Central Asian Countries

- Research & Analysis, based on Plural Traditions and Historic Features
- Increasing Civil Society Features of rising the2nd generation since Independence

Quick and wide spreading of New values of younger generations
- Academic Process for Sout Korea’s Future CA-KOR cooperations

- Common & Individual Development Strategies and Paths of CA 5 Countries

AI Integrated Research Methods & Contents Verification with AI Information Trainings

- Highpolitics Hard-power  Low Politics Soft-power
: complicated relation patterns of community and social changes 

AI integrated analysis methods and evolution of Research Patterns
- Deep and wide Analysis based on Mega Meta Database, and extending

correlational Micro Analysis, connecting with Macro Analysis



단계 연차 Main Thema Sub-issues

1st Stage

Centri-pet
al

Soft Pow
er

1st Y.
Educational Soft-power and Establishin

g and extending New-elites

·Educational Cooperations of External Powers and contents
·Universities, Lyceums, Schools, Scholarship, NGO, Related
Organizations

·Establishing New Intellectual Strata and Influences to the co
mmunity, Responses and evaluating on Governmental Educa
tional Policies

2nd Y.
Religious Soft-power and Governance

- Religious Policies and actual situations of Major Religions

- Inter-confessional shapes and future perspectives
- Focusing on civil Religious Identity Changes among 

Generations and Ethnic Communities

3rd Y. Cultural Soft-power and 

Various Centripetal Popular Culture  Ac

ceptance

·Pop culture (Movies, Soap Drama, Music, Cultural            
Organizations, Festivals and Events)

· SNS, Online Contents
· Spreading of Foreign Popular Culture & Identity Changes
· Cultural Policies and Control of Recipients Countries

2nd Stage

Centri-

Fugal

Soft

Power

4th Y. Soft-power Strategies of Central Asian 

Countries since Independence

· National Language Education, Traditional Culture, National 
Traditional Heroes, Media Industry and Development Plans
· Establishing and Strengthening Identity and Cultural

Diplomacies of Inner-Central Asian Countries

5th Y.
Centrifugal Soft-power strategies and p

olicies of CA countries toward Neighbor

s

· cultural, linguistic, history based Analysis of Central Asian So
ft Powers to the direction to Afghanistan, Iran, India
· Reactions and Response from Recipient countries, changing 
of Central Asian soft power diplomacies

6th Y.
Ver2.0 of Korean Soft-power strategies 

& policies toward Central Asia

· Comparison of Korean Soft-power Strategies  of the Central    
Asian Countries to those of global major Soft Power Policies

· Korean Unique approaches and perspectives to the Central           
Asian Countries

· Concrete Suggestion in the field of Education, Religion, 
Culture
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• Partnership with Local Research Organizations & Consultations

Uzbekistan National Analysis & Research Center of Family & Youth “Oila”

http://oilamarkazi.uz/ru/employee

Institute of Research on Youth and Preparing Human Resources, Uzbekistan State  

Academy of Administration   https://yomi.uz/ru/deyatelnost-instituta/

Kazakhstan Scientific Research Center Youth  http://eljastary.kz/

• Rep. of Korea 2019. 10.28 – 10. 31        300 students

• Rep. of Kazakhstan 2019. 09.01 - 09.30         447 students(Almaty+Astana)

• Rep. of Uzbekistan  2019. 09.01 - 09.30        300 students

Excluding students of majoring in 

Korean Studies or Korean Philology in KAZ/UZ

http://oilamarkazi.uz/ru/employee
https://yomi.uz/ru/deyatelnost-instituta/
http://eljastary.kz/


https://nrc.re.kr/board.es?mid=a10301000000&bid=0008&act

=view&list_no=0&otp_id=OTP_0000000000004205

https://nrc.re.kr/board.es?mid=a10301000000&bid=0008&act












Если ваши родители не одобряют ваш выбор брака, то вы?

Если за вашу страну начнется война или сражения, ваш выбор?

Ответ КАЗ УЗ КОР

1. Все равно женюсь/выйду заму

ж
39% 35% 45%

2. Не буду вступать в брак 13% 21% 17%

3. Не знаю 48% 44% 38%

Ответ КАЗ УЗ КОР

1. Буду участвовать добровол

ьно
28% 47% 16%

2. Уеду из страны 13% 5% 43%

3. Не буду участвовать, чтобы 

не убивать других
30% 29% 5%

4. Не знаю 29% 19% 36%



• Приходилось ли вам когда-нибудь лгать?

Если ваш друг списывает на важном экзамене, что вы сделаете?

Ответ КАЗ УЗ КОР

1. Часто лгал(а) 4.5% 9% 15%

2. Не очень часто 40.5% 41% 85%

3. Не знаю 55% 50% 0%

Ответ КАЗ УЗ КОР

1. Проигнорирую, так как мы друз

ья
83% 75% 25%

2. Посоветую больше так не дела

ть
14.8% 23% 43%

3. Сообщу преподавателю 1.3% 2% 21%

4. Прекращу с ним общение 0.9% 0% 11%



• Если на работе начальник прикажет совершить нарушение ради компании, 

что вы сделаете?

Ответ КАЗ УЗ КОР

1. Никогда не сделаю 13.6% 17% 12%

2. Выскажу мнение и попытаюсь убедить бос

са
75.6% 74% 80%

3. Исполню решение начальника 9.8% 7% 5%

4. Сообщу в СМИ 1% 2% 3%



Если вы получили хорошую работу за границей после учебы, но родители 

просят вас вернуться. Каков ваш выбор?

Ответ КАЗ УЗ КОР

1. Вернусь на родину 21.4% 42% 3%

2. Убежу родителей разрешить не возвращат

ься
68.4% 44% 81%

3. Не вернусь, независимо от просьбы роди

телей
2.2% 5% 5%

4. Не знаю 8% 9% 11%



• Какой фактор является наиболее важным для развития вашей страны 

в настоящее время?

Есть ли у вас мнение относительно участия в политических процессах 

вашей страны и общества?

Фактор КАЗ УЗ КОР

1. Экономическое развитие 30% 51% 36%

2. Демократизация 23.3% 8% 6%

3. Расширение социального обеспечен

ия
28.2% 6% 24%

4. Развитие и реформа образования 12.1% 21% 15%

5. Не знаю 6.4% 14% 19%

Ответ КАЗ УЗ КОР

1. Да 19% 19% 24%

2. Нет 47% 40% 58%

3. Не знаю 34% 41% 18%





Если бы вы заработали или получили большие деньги, каким был бы ваш 

первый выбор?

КАЗ (KAZ) УЗ (UZ) КОР (KOR)

1. Купить себе известный или хороший автомоби

ль
5% 2% 4%

2. Купить себе частный дом или квартиру 36% 22% 71%

3. Инвестиции в личный бизнес 38% 49% 15%

4. Пожертвование в общественную сферу 14% 21% 0%

5. Не знаю 7% 6% 10%

Итого 100% 100% 100%



• Важно ли финансовое положение при выборе партнера для брака?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Копить на будущее? Или тратить на счастье в настоящем?

Казахстан (KAZ) Узбекистан (UZ) Корея (KOR)

① Да 33.9% 28% 60%

② Нет 22.5% 42% 11%

③ Пока нет, не знаю 43.6% 30% 29%

Итого 100% 100% 100%

Казахстан (KAZ)
Узбекистан (UZ

)
Корея (KOR)

1. Копить деньги на будущее 81.7% 78% 55%

2. Тратить деньги на счастливую жиз

нь в данный момент
9.4% 12% 28%

3. Пока нет, не знаю 8.9% 10% 17%

Итого 100% 100% 100%



Какое ваше первое впечатление о Корее? 

КАЗ УЗ

1. K-POP / Коре

йская волна
45.2% 28%

2. SAMSUNG 16.1% 31%

3. Разделение К

орейского 

полуострова

14.3% 10%

4. Корейские ав

томобили
20.4% 25%

5. Другое 4% 6%

Итого 100% 100%



Цель поездки в Корею

КАЗ УЗ

① Образование 36% 57%

② Трудоустройст

во (Работа)
21% 18%

③ Медицинское 

обслуживание

/ Лечение

6% 1%

④ Туризм 34% 23%

⑤ Другое 3% 1%

Итого
100

%
100%



Thanks for your attention !!!

Q & A :  ksc37001@hotmail.com/

ksc37001@gmail.com

+821033034862,     

Whatsap/Telegram

mailto:ksc37001@hotmail.com/

